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Considerations and Requirements:
�Q A buffer can be existing, or newly made, but needs 

to be at least 30 feet wide with perennial vegetation. 
Saturated buffers tend to have tile distribution pipes 
that are at least 400 feet long.

�Q A saturated buffer’s soil needs to have at least 1.2% 
organic matter (or 0.75% organic carbon) in the top 
two and a half feet. 

�Q There should be a tight layer within the soil pro�le 
that allows saturated conditions to develop in the 
buffer soil. There cannot be a sand lens or gravel 
layer.

�Q A stream or ditch bank that is highly erodible or 
susceptible to sloughing is not recommended for a 
saturated buffer.


